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Indiana PT Programs Accept 2011 Challenge to Raise Funds for Research

By: Natalie Fuerst, SPT

A total of 63 schools participated in the 2010-2011 Pittsburgh-Marquette Challenge to raise a record-setting $264,270 in support of the Foundation for Physical Therapy. The Foundation wishes to thank both the University of Evansville and Indiana University for their support, as well as to congratulate the University of Evansville for earning an Honorable Mention for raising upwards of $3,000. Since the Challenge began in 1989, students have raised a grand total of $2,075,200!

The annual Marquette Challenge is a grassroots fundraising effort coordinated and carried out by physical therapist and physical therapist assistant students across the country to support the Foundation for Physical Therapy’s mission of providing funding opportunities to outstanding physical therapist researchers. In the latest funding cycle, funds raised by the Challenge helped fund a $40,000 research grant to Daniel White, PT, MSPT, ScD, of Boston University for his research “Factors Associated With Day-to-Day Walking in Older Adults With Knee Osteoarthritis.” The Challenge also partially funded a $40,000 research grant to Cory Christiansen, PT, PhD, of University of Colorado Denver for his research “Improving Function After Total Knee Arthroplasty With Weight-Bearing Biofeedback.”

The first place winner of the 2010-2011 Pittsburgh-Marquette Challenge was, for the second straight year, the University of Pittsburgh, whose students raised $56,800. We welcome back the University of Pittsburgh as co-host for the upcoming 2011-2012 Challenge. For the second year in a row, Sacred Heart University won second place, raising $31,560. Emory University students raised $23,820, earning the third place title this year.

The Foundation for Physical Therapy was established in 1979 as a national, independent nonprofit organization. They are dedicated to improving the quality and delivery of physical therapy care by providing support for scientifically-based and clinically-relevant physical therapy research and doctoral scholarships and fellowships.

Students of all PT and PTA programs in the state of Indiana are encouraged to support the Foundation for Physical Therapy and physical therapy research.  To learn how you can support the Challenge, please visit the Foundation’s Web site at www.Foundation4PT.org, or email Marquette student coordinators at mallory.fetta@marquette.edu or amanda.theisinger@marquette.edu. Contributions for the 2011-2012 Pittsburgh-Marquette Challenge should be submitted by April 12, 2012.
For more information, e-mail info@foundation4pt.org or call 800/875-1378. 
